
 

 

     Recently a long-time Honor Roll friend of mine passed along a 
URL containing list of people its authors contend are the most fa-

mous Ham Radio operators in the world.  The list is called  The 

Original Famous Hams and ex-Hams List by N2GJ and W2SG 
     Being a man of the world my friend  challenged me to find 

someone on this list that I might even know personallyñõheard of 
didnõt countñI had to ôknowõ the  person on the list. His unspoken 

challenge was that despite my many years in this hobby that I did 
not know nor had I met anyone of consequence.   So I checked it 

outé 

       http://users.tellurian.com/gjurrens/famous_hams.html 

 

     Well,  as it turns out my friend was mistaken because among the 
many prominent names on this list of the worldõs famous hams is 

one of NFDXAõs very own, Larry Jungstrum, K4EB , the star 

bass player with the venerable southern rock group 38 Special. 
     Larry is right up there with some pretty rarified company rang-

ing from  W1AW , the late Hiram Percy Maxim through Art 
Collins, W0CXX , the 

founder of Collins Radio, K7UGA, Barry Goldwater , 
VR6TC, Tom Christian and UA1LO, Yuri Gagarin , among 

others.  Considering the tenure of many within the NFDXA  my 
would guess is there are others on the òFamous Hamsó list 

who are known personally by some of our members.    

     ñNW4C  

K4EB Makes List of òFamous Hamsó 

June NFDXA Meeting Set  

     Come welcome the start of the 2009 summer 
DX Season by attending the next meeting of the 

NFDXA which will be held at 5 p.m. Saturday, 
June 27 at St. Johns Seafood, 1161 Lane Ave-

nue South, Jacksonville.                  (Google Maps) 
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Way to go, Excellent Bass!  

2009 

Hurricane Season  

Ready or Not  

Itõs Here! 

DxDevil UpgradedñMike, NF4L  

     DxDevil  has been in 

development so long, I 
don't remember when I  

started it. It's been 
through a number of 

different languages. It's 
 been a great way for me 

to combine two of my 
favorite things, program-

ming and ham radio.  

     I've written a few other utility programs 
(some of which are on my website), but this one 

is my main time consumer.  Since my primary 
ham interest is DX, I wanted to enhance the abil-

ity to work and track DX.   
     A lot of credit goes to Dave NO4J and 

Richard K4UTE.                            (Continued 

https://mail.sfcollege.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=28a0c3e2d07146dfb160150a5a11a570&URL=http%3a%2f%2fusers.tellurian.com%2fgjurrens%2ffamous_hams.html


 

Memories in Color        Mike Baker, WA4HFR  
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July-Aug QEX Features Antenna-related Articles 
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     Sometime around 1970 I built a 1500 watt HF SSB transmitter 

linear amplifier that used a 3-1000Z tube with 3900 VDC on the plate 

at just under 1 amp when driven to full output  
     The linear amp and power supply were in a 6-foot rack.  I con-

structed the power supply with a full complement of 8 mercury vapor 
rectifier tubes and an assortment of gaseous voltage regulator 

tubes.  The rectifiers and the various gas regulator tubes all glowed 

so brightly that they lit up the room.  
     I confess that I was so impressed by the assorted bright glowing 

colors of the regulator and rectifier tubes that I actually went to ex-
tra trouble to build them into 

places where I could have solid 
state devices or at least used tubes 

that did not glow so brightly.  I 
even replaced the aluminum rack 
front panels with Plexiglas panels 

so that the tubes could be more 
easily seen in full view with their 

regal glow. 

     Attached are some photos of 
some mercury vapor rectifier 

tubes and some gaseous voltage 

regulator tubes. 
     Mercury vapor rectifier tubes 

had their attendant  problems but 
we lost something magical when 

solid  state devices finally replaced 
them.  

  Mike Baker, WA4HFR  

  Grid Square EL89TN  

     The July/August issue of QEX is coming soon, and it is full of 

theoretical and practical technical antenna-related articles that you 
might find interesting 

     First, John Magliacane, KD2BD, and Bill Walker, W5GFE, (not   
our Bill Walter) describe "SPLAT!: An RF Signal Propagation and 

Terrain Analysis Tool." In addition to VHF/UHF line-of-sight 
paths, this program includes the Longley-Rice propagation model to 

predict path loss across irregular terrain. A Web interface provides 
a convenient way to use the extensive geographic terrain database 

in the calculations.  
     Rudy Severns, N6LF, presents more of his research in 

"Experimental Determination of Ground System Performance 
for HF Verticals." Part 5 focuses on the effects of different num-

bers of radials on received signal strength for 160 meter vertical 
antennas. 

     Tom Warnagiris, K3GSY, introduces the Tapered Area Small 
Helix (TASH) antenna in "The Chicken Wire Wonder." Chances are, this unique broadband vertical 

antenna does not look like any antenna you have ever seen! An 80 meter version is 14 feet high and 
covers an area of about 4 × 5 feet on the ground. 

  (ARRL Web  http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2009/06/09/10871/?nc=1 ) 

 

http://www.arrl.org/qex
http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2009/06/09/10871/?nc+1
http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2009/06/09/10871/?nc=1


 

Mr. Tree can be your friendñMaybe     David Fox, NN4DF  
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Editorõs Note: In mid-May a severe thunderstorm in the Arlington area of 

Jacksonville felled a large tree which landed across a guy wire supporting 

AB4UFõs 70-foot tower and multi-element antenna. As the picture shows, 

the treeõs impact with the guy wire bent the tower at its mid-point smashing 

the antenna array into nearby trees where it was totally destroyed. The 

tower had been up for 19 years without incident. However, during that 19-

year period some of the surrounding trees had grown, endangering the 

tower and its guy wire support system. The AB4UF experience prompted 

the following article from David Fox, NN4DF, a professional forester and 

certified arborist based in Gainesville.) 

     Amateur radio operators take special, sometimes extraordinary, precautions to make sure their 

antenna systems are as safe and secure as possible. Elaborate guying, lightning protection systems, and 
RF exposure calculations help us mitigate some risks associated with our hobby. However, dangerous 

organisms live startlingly close to us. We depend on them for some important environmental services 
like oxygen generation, pollution abatement, sucking up storm water, cooling our patio, and removal 

of CO2 from the air we breathe (even carbon sequestration). But, do we inspect and maintain our 

trees to the same degree as our radio gear? 

 
     Despite their longevity, these forest giants can quickly turn into "widow makers" and come crash-

ing down. As a forester, I enjoy trees and being in the forest. I have some fairly large trees around my 
house (and I use a few for antenna support). I also understand that trees are a renewable resource, 

that is, they can be replaced - unlike our fossil fuels and metal ores. Unlike people crushed by a falling 
tree. But, like people, trees need care and guidance during their formative years so that structurally 

they will remain sound for decades. Proper pruning can reduce the risk of limb and trunk failure. And 
tree failure is usually followed quite quickly by property damage or loss of life. Some trees pose a real 

danger and should just be removed, period. If it is taller than 25 feet and dead, remove it. 

 
     Please don't mistake this for a wild-

eyed call to clear all trees taller than your 
house! Hurricane season is fast approach-

ing and some less-than-noble wood 
butcher posing as an arborist might try to 

put your cash in his pocket by playing the 
hysteria card. Find a tree service that ad-

vertises "ISA Certified Arborist" as part of 
their staff. This person has passed a rigor-

ous exam (200 questions!) and probably 
has years of experience. Make sure they 

are licensed and insured. Ask to see proof, 
like a liability insurance certificate. Most 
anyone with half a brain and a chainsaw 

can take a tree down. Landing it safely is 

the tricky part! 

 
     You can do some ground-level inspection on your 

own. While you are out hugging your trees, look up for 
dead branches greater than four inches in diameter. If 

the top of a tree is dead or the foliage looks a little thin, 
this might be an indication of drought stress, damage to 

the tree when your house was built, or root disease - 
root problems show up in the crown of a tree. Branch 

angle is important relating to the structural integrity of 
the tree. A strong branch attachment will have a "U" 

shape rather than a "V" shape. The tighter the "V" 
crotch between branch and trunk, the weaker the junc-

tion. Some species like maple, Bradford pear, and laurel 
oak have a natural tendency to make weak branch at-
tachments.                                            (Continued page 4) 

 


